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Tbat Dr. CalXen draws rather largely oo the ij^orance 
OriDfaiwrvtenee of bb readers in referrit^to tbig letter, and 
snotber which we shull preseotlj oxntioa, wtR bo apparent 
fBCT^mcoboviHrAvlSietKiaMeto read the originals. 
Bat, for the benefit of those who hare ti«t leisure or oppor- 
tnnitv to do so, we shall give a few eectlraot j firom which 
ibrMiawiDg cunclnsions appear to us tdte irresistible, and 
fachandererjr of them so otterly incompatible with the 
Bwdem doctrine of I'apal Snpremacf, that M. Langueva), 
file eminent Jesuit iristorian of the fVcneh Church, ccti- 
turei tbem as most heterodox, and otfh- accounts for them 
bjr a gratoitons hypothesis of bis own (or which history con- 
tains not the faintest hint or shadow of proof), that St. 
Colnnrbanns must have retraeted these sentiments when he 
became better instructed, or the Cbuicb wooM never bare 
jjaced him in the number of her saints!*' 

The propositions we are about to prore are as follow :— 

1st. Tiiiit Coluinbanas lielieved and held that it was 
fosiiUe for the See of Kome, though one of the Apostolic 
Sees, second only in his opinion to tlint of Jemsalem, to 
forfeit '^ apostolic honour " bv not preserving the apostolic 
Utb. 

2nd. That it was possible even for the chair of St. Peter 
to be defiled by doctrinal error, and that the Catholic faith 
might cease to be held in the Raman See. 

3rd. That an occasion might, therefoce, arise when it 
woald be necessary for the See of Home ^to dear itself" 
before a synod of the Chnrch. 

4th. That circumstaoces mi<^ht justify "juniotv" or in- 
ferior, Churcbss in opposing Borne, or witbdrawinj^ from 
ccmimaoion with her. 

5th. That these same Chnrclies, instead of Iicing her 
"jpniors," or iniieriors, might be converted into her 
"judges," if she preserved not " the ortbotlox faith." 

6ih. That it was not from any divine itppoiotment of 
ipiritual pre-eminenoe, but on account of the sacred 
memories of St. Peter and St. Paul, that Colnmbanns au- 
knowledged Borne as the head of all the Churches of the 
WesttTH world, and teeoud on/y to that of Jerusalem, 
to which still more sacred associations were attached, on 
•ccottitt of its having been the place of our Lord's rcsnr- 
nctian. 

7tb. That he believed not only that the Bishops of 
Borne might be heretics, but that it was doubtful at least 
whether Pope Vigilius had not actually died in heresy ; 
moreover, that he should be justified in separating himaelf 
from communion with the Popes who came after, if 
they did not agree to mark with censure the name of the 
■ioiesaid Vigilius, who was thus reputed to hare died a 
licretie. 

If the extracts we are aboot to give nqiport the above 
oondnaions, or any of th^ ire think our readers will 
itave no difficulty in deciding whether M. Langueral or 
Dr. Cullen have given the most correct character of the 
letters of St. Colambanos. That both of them caanot be 
Bghtis plain, as never were there more contradictory con- 
ctusiona drawn by advocates from the same premises. The 
difference is only to tie accounted for by the fact that M. 
IiUgueval, as an historian, was obliged to deal with tlie 
whole document, while Br. CuUen, as aliold adrocate of 
hi* Cbwch, thought himself safe in giving a few garbled ex- 
tracts, and drawing bold conclusions from them, trasting 
tiiat tike majority of his readers would not take the trou- 
ble of testing their accuracy. Probably Dr. Cnllcn forgot 
tbot there was such a publicati«o as the Cathouc Lat- 
MAM, or, having so recently denounced it as a frivolous pro- 
d«cti(ni, perhaps calculated on its criticisms not beiag read 
by any of those over whom his iniluence extended. 

The following are the extracts from this remarkable 
•Uer, to which we would call our readers' attention : — 
_^ "It is not throngh vanity orfurvardness,* says Culiimhanus> 

that 1, an humble injividual, of the very meanest condition' 
presuBie to write to persoos of such high digoit} ; fur it is 
•»nrow, rather than conceit, that obliges me to express to you, 
in •ocli a verjrbuuble suggestion as befits rae,tkiit the nianru: 
Of God is blasphemed among tite Gentile* oaaceauDt of y»u, 
contending, us you are, oa both sides. For I am pained, 1 con- 
fess, at the iofamy bruught on the chair of St. Peter. . . . 
I speak as jour friend, your disciple, your follower, not as an 
^Ueu ; therefore I n ill speak with freedom. . . In order, then, 
»«t yoi2 may not ot>me short of apustoHe honour, preserve the 
apostolic faith, confirm it by tesiimonj, establish it by writ- 
mg, !itrengtb«n it by a synod, so that no one may jastlj resist 
your aathority. Slight not this »ord of adviee offered 1^ a 
*^*ogar, from any feeling cooiiected with your consciousness 
"being the teacher of him wbo is thus anxious on your be- 
«alf. The worl.l is already verging to its close. The Chief 
ohepherd is at haiid. Beware lest he find y.m negliaent, and 
beating your fellow servants with the stripes of a bad txaaplt, 
«nd eating and driiikiug with the drunken; lest yon be over. 
Dken by the consequences of snob carelessness. Be vigilant, 
merefore, I implore thee, O pope ! be vigilant, and again I say, 
»* ngilant ! i'or it may Iw that there was a want of proper 
«guance on the part of Vigilias, who is londly eiclaimed 
•W«>st as baring heen the first oeoasion of acanJal, by thnse 
TSl *" •ttaclaug hlnue to yon. Let the oacasiau of sciusm, 
loeseeeh of yon, be at once cut off bj yon, wHlithe knife, as it 
wM-e. of St Peter- (/W< i$,by Irm emfiuim e/ Ihe /ailh m a 
«"«a, and abominating and snathemaiiiing of all heretics, 
Mat BOjoB may purge the chair of Peter from all error, if 
Mere bare been any, as they say, introduced : or, if nut, that 
«• purity may be acknowledged on all hands. For it is a pain- 
"jMd lamentiible thing if the Catholic fiiith is not pre- 
served in tlK apostolic see. And that 1 may say out 
y inot to se».m lo flatter e ven yonrwif un.inly), it is also a 

*lM>gm,ml, Hint, de fEicilse 6al., tome ill., p. 4W. r.in. 612. 



painful thing to reflect on, that yon, the party possehsed' of 
the legitimate power . .-were not lueilrat lo uume forward; 
indaenueti by ztat for the fekh; amf after first p-toviKg the 
purity o/ your OffE»SKtl^ to eo»ilt;«!) or eAc«ii»;»i^uHicai<5 *k* 
pm-fj tlisir ijiiioii 1 I ill riiaii rtn [niiiiiiiiil in sehuiv* tu tiae or- 
thodoxy of tfa fiuth. CtNiaj',tlieu,ti* use dissiaaaliitioM! «e««e 
Lo n^ ai HtaJD sileuafe !• Aibk rather i^tve uttituiiwe to il^ v«'ic« 
of the true Shepherd— thai voice which hi& vwu slMrp vtrct»iir 
: uize,who hear uut the voice of s: rangers, but wiiijleefioiui>:u:h. 
1 would urge }au, my fathers and my own patrons, tii dispel 
the cunfusiou fr^m the face of your S'lns and disciples, wJku are 
uunfuuuded oh your account ; and what i« uf stiil greater im- 
portance, that the ctoud qf tugpicion may be dispelled fn>iu 
Sc Peter's chair. (JbnveJ^e, therefore, uu assembly, that yoa 
may elear away the eliarges aMefjed u^MtM^t you; for it is no 
child's play that you ue aeeuse4 <-t Vt It is the rucai «in^ i>f 
heteiics.as 1 aw informed, ii>ai>. mare caargeiiauii, tiiuughfir 
be it from gaiuiug credit, as n ttiiug iisvitig t^ecurreil, or vxtst- 
ing, or likely to happen. They say, however, tiuU. Eutyches, 
Dioscoras, Nestturius, old heretics, as we kuow them to have 
been, were countenanced by Vigilius in some Fifth Synod. 
See there the cause of the entire scandal, as they say, if you 
loo, as they assert, countenance theni iu like manner : or if 
you kitowlhat Vigilias (lied so infecteJ, why did you bring for- 
ward Ins uaiue 1b amanBer at Tttriauce with a goedeonseience. 
Fur whatttHT is nut of Jmih u iiu.' Kow is the fault yoaia, if 
yea have gone astray from the true belief, and made void your 
hrat faith. It is on just g^rouuds that your juniors resi&t you, 
and ou just groouda cefuae to couiiuauicajte with you; niiiii 
the memory of the wicked be ettkced and consigned to 
oblivion. For if there be in these statements more of cer- 
taiuty than of fable, your sous in their turn are become the 
head, aud you the tail, the very mention of which is painful. 
Therefore also shall they i'C yourjutlgef, who have always ad- 
hered lo the oniiodox faith, whoever they be. even though 
they tuay apjiear your juoiors. On account of those two apos- 
tles of CiiEtat, Peter and Paul, ye are great and illustrious. . 
. . X'- u are in a wanner connected with heaven, aud llome 
is the bead of the churches of the wurld,*' excepting the siogu- 
lar prerogative of the place of lite Lord's resurrection. And 
therefore, as your huuour is great in proporliou to the diguity 
of your ge«, so is great care uecessaiy on your part, that yt^u 
may not lose your dignity through any perversity. For the 
poner shall be yours so lung as rij^ht redsun 8haU prevail with 
you; for he is the true possessor of the keys uf the kingdom 
of liearea who opens to the wortliy Ljy tr.ie ktiowledjj;e, and shuts 
agausst the tiuwoctky. Otherwise, if he shall act tu a contrary 
way, be shall not b« able either tu open or shut. . . Nomau 
is ignorant how Ciirist our Saviour bestowed on St. Peter the 
keys of the kingdom, a grant on account of which you may 
perhaps be disposed to claim for yourself lome proud ihare uf 
authority and power in matters of religtan, beyond what others 
enjoy ; be assured, hctwever, that your power shall be lessened 
in the sight of Qod, if you even harbour such a thought in 
yonrmind. . . And if there beanypoists o/ancertauicha. 
racter, let them be reserved for the judgment of Ood. But 
whatsoever thingsare plain, and«u;A at men arejmlfe of, judge 
them jtistly without respect of persons; and let the judgment 
of peace prevail in your gates, and acknowledge one another 
[as brethren] that there way be joy in heavsn and on sarth, 
over the restoration of peace and harmony among you ouce 
more. . , Forgive me, I beseech you, for talking in this 
harsh and rough style, seeing that I could not upon such an 
occasion speak otherwise . . when the King of this Lom- 
bard nation reqoests me, an hnmble Scottish stranger, to take 
up my pen. Let me beg of you, seelttg that mojiy entertain 
doitbts of the purity ^ yow faiih, to remove speedily Uiis blot 
which tarniahes the lustre of the Holy Sec. . . Moreover, 
there is also the ore^nt iiq uoctiou of King Agilulf, wkvae re- 
quest has occasioned me very great astonishtuent and anxiety ; 
fur the state of things which 1 see at present e.\isting 1 oaunut 
regard as anything short of miraculous. For the kings of this 
country fur a long time past have been trampling ou the Catho- 
lic faith, and promoting the Arian pestilence ; at the present 
moment their express desire is to have our faith more strongly 
upheld. It may be that Christ, in whose power every f{ood 
originates, is aow regarding as with an eye of menigr. Very 
unfortunate are we, if any furtiier occasion of stumbling l>e 
afforded by our side. The King, then, makes request, atid the 
Queeu requests, and all join in (he request, that, as soon as 
ever it may be done, lUl may he matorad to unity ; that 
peace may be secured fur the country, peace for the faith ; 
that all may thus become one fold of Christ, who is King of 
ivings; that you may follow Peter, all Italy you." 

We ask our readers whether in this letter Columbaoua 
addressed Pope Bonifece as the Infallible Vicar of Christ 
upon earth, or as one having, by divine institution, the su- 
preme power, not only over all Italy, but the whole world? 
— or whether such language would not, in the mouth of an 
Abbe Laborde, or any other modern Bomanist, ensure his 
expubion from the Holy City within twenty-four hoars of 
its publication at Borne 7 

We now request oar readers' attention to an extract from 
the other letter of Columbanus cited by Ur. CuUen — ^that to 
St. Gregory, in which, entering into the argument against 
the Bomau Easter, be urges in particular that bis own 
usage being founded on the authority of God's word, it was 
nnlawful for human authority to establish a diGTerent one. 
** Let your vigilance, then, he careful in weighing the credit 
of the two authors aforesaid (viz., Anatulius and Victorius, 
the former of whose tables fur calculating Easter, he says, the 
Irish preferred to those ef the latter, principally because Ana- 
tolius bad been mentioned with oommeodatioa by St. Jerome, 



who «a< agreat favourite with the Irish tbeologiaas), 
two antlinrs are quite eoirtrary lo one another, that l^r« b* am 
dSaa^reftnimt between yonrself tmi Jowma in th* e»pt isi i i» 
of y.iur seutimenta. . . Far I esafcss to yen plainly, that tike 
mas who CMUsalicts the authority of St. Jeroua wUl be laaMtii 
nfitn at m hertlie, and rgreled wilk team in tha Cliurckas a| 
tb«W«at. Ftv, as far as tlie Divine Scriptures are coueecnad, 
tlicy antertaiu seutiments declledly and wholly accordant witb 
his. So much on the suhji^ct of Easter." 

Strange language this to be addressed by an hurobtemDni' 
from Ireland to a Vicar of CUnrist, even though he had been 
but an ordinary Pope ; hut when we consider that it wa»" 
written t" one of the brightest ornaments of the papal choir, 
whose character and talents were, perhaps, exceeded by^ 
none of the Bishops of that See, Sit. Gregory the Great, we 
must admit that what Dr. Lanigan denominates the 
" apostolic^ freedom" of St. Columbanu*, in addressing the 
Bishops of Borne, was scarcely compatible witb a belief 
in the supremacy, much less the infallibility, of the papstf 
chair.* Yet Dr. Cuilen hiis the rashness to cite both these 
letters as containing ample evidence of the belief of tbe 
early Irish Church in tbe supremacy of the Holy See^ 
and that " oar forefathers were always distingnished \>j 
an undying att.achment and devotion to the centre of 
unity, the chair of Peter !" 

We confidently rely on these letters as proofe of the recy 
contrary, viz., of the independence of the Church of 8t 
I'atrick and his followers, even when using very high ex- 
pressions of respect towards the Boman See ; and, to tise 
the very words of a learned Boman Catholic writer, the Her. 
Daniel Bock, D.D., in a work entitled " Did the Ettrty 
Church of Ireland acknowledge the Pope's Supremacy" 
(addressed to Lord John Manners, and published by Dol- 
man, London, 1844), p. 37 — " the testimony of St. Co- 
lumbanus is of peculiar interest and value, for he may be 
said to have been one of the earliest children begotten by 
Christian Ireland, and therefore liis belief and lanp;iisgeina]r 
fuirly be token as a sample of tbe speech and belief com- 
mon to his brethren in the hoiLsehold of faith at that period 
in Ireland." 

We had intended to go on to prove, firom the writings of 
St. Patrick and his disciples, that the doctrines of purga- 
tory, worship of the Blessed Virgin, the invocation of 
sainu, celibacy of the clergy, and other doctrines of the 
modem Church of Kome, formed no part of the creed of 
St. Patrick or his disciples ; but our space warns ns to 
conclude for the present, and we must content ourselves 
with referring onr readers hack to what we have already 
published on this subject, in our first volume. 



« Rosi. eh. xlv., V. a. 
a Dr. Lanlgaa and Mr. Carew (tbe two principal Uomlbta wriivrs on 
the Cuurcb Uutory of Ireland) quote tltis pasuKe, but end at tbe 
word " world" Or. LanigHo does so both In tbe Englith quotation 
In kit text, and the Latin one in bis uote. And bota wriiera ewt at 
this word tbe qnoutioa, the paragraph, and tbe sut>l«ct. la 
this honest, or would it be a worthy m>^de of delcndlr^g truth ? Let 
tbeir raader* jud^. It Is painful \o Sod one of Ur. Lanifran'* learn- 
ing, and M) candid u he can siforu to t>e on atme oceaaionv, thus led 
away by the fear of the cojnk:quenc0S of trttlh.— FitU Carew, p. ;i^6. 



THE PBOPHECIES OF ST. COLUMKHXE. 
Amono the kings entrusted with sovereignty over tb* 
Jewish people, in the days of the old covenant, were many 
bad men, who sinned against God tlieraselves, and en- 
couraged the Lord's people also to transgress. "Bnt 
there was none like unto Ahab, wlricU did sell him' 
self to work wickedness in the sight of the lord, whom 
Jezebel, his [idolatrous] wife, stirred up* (1 Kings, xxi. 
25). We might well expect that such a one, dying in- 
penitent, should perish by a fearful fiite; and accord- 
ingly, we find hiin at tbe close of his cweer given np io 
judicial blindness, and following, to his ruin, the ma«i 
ravings of the false prophets whom he had chosen for iag 
friend and counsellors, despising the waniings of tbe 
faithfal messengers of the most high God. He tiiirsted 
for military glory, for victory, and conquest. He would 
go up and attack Bamotfa-Gilead. And "Go up," said 
the false flatterers; "Go up, for the Lord shall ddirer 
it into the hand of the king'" (1 Kings, xxii., 6). lite 
trne prophet of God, however, warned him that, if he 
went, his troops should that day he scattered, without » 
bead. And he went and fell : " and the dogs licked im 
his blood, according unto the word of the Lord," wfaictt 
he spake by his servant tbe prophet Elijah. The story 
famishes us with a fearful example of what St. Paul telv 
ns (in 2 Thes. ii., 10-12), that when men are unwilling to 
receive the love of the truth, that they may be sared, 
" God shall send them strong delusion, that wiey shottfal 
believe a lie : that they all might be damned who be- 
lieved not tbe truth, but had pleasure in unrighteous- 
ness. " 

There are, unfortunately, many people in Ireland who 
are much more willing and ready to beliere any kind at 
delusive stories or prophecies, which gratify, or promiee 
gratification to, their natural passions, or unlawful de- 
sires, than the words which God himself has been pleased 
to reveal, for their instruction in ri -hteousness, and to 
guide tbem to heaven. And as demand naturally creates 
supply, so, where people are wilfully ignorant and cre- 
dulous, impostors and false prophecies, to gratify their 
inclinations, are not likely to be lacking. Of such pro- 
ductions we have to notice on the present oet^sion «• 
unhappy a specimen as the history of imposture conid 
easily supply. 

St. Oolumkille, who died in 597, has ever been regarded 
by our countrymen as one of the prophetic saints of iio- 
land. The first of the three books of his life by Adaa>> 
nanvs, written at the end of the seventh centtiry, relatee 

< Mods. LwigncT^. the Fratach Jesuit whom »< haae ah«adj clMt;^ 
mnkes ttie fallowing just coBuntint upoD the pa&uige we tekve a b ape 
quoted : " This l.i aaytng plainly enough that he isawld not su^miiC W 
ttie deciiloa be asked for (i.«.. Pope Gregory's decUlon), oaleia U' 
agretd with his owa pr^dicat."— HIM. de rfflUe Od. Uv. *, I'A* 
6l);i, t.Ui.p. 371. 
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mtirely to his different "Prophetic Eerelations" on 
rwious Bubjecta connected with his own and succeeding 
times, and attests the antiquity of the belief which attri- 
butes to him the prophetic character. Those ancient 
prophetic stories, howeTcr, wonderful as they may be, and 
adapted to escite the veneration of those who received 
them for the saint to whom such powers were attributed, 
are of too innocent a character to excite much interest 
in the minds of the prophecy-mongers of more recent 
ages. And we find, accordingly, that, from time to time, 
at' various periods, curious additions have been made to 
the original stock, so that the number of prophetic rhap- 
aodics now circulating in Ireland under the name of St. 
Columkille has become very considerable indeed. 

The history of these compositions, and of the prophecies 
attributed to the other saints of Ireland, to whom similar 
powers are popularly attributed, would be, undoubtedly, 
if well written, a very interesting, useful, and instructive 
work. But we are not going to attempt to write it at 
present. Our limits will on this occasion admit only of 
• brief notice of the last form in which a number of these 
impostures have made their appearance, and are at 
present circulating through the country ; receiving a 
degree of credence, we have been given to understand, 
not only from the grossly ignorant and wholly illiterate 
of the peasantry, but even from some partly educated 
persons, whom it is wonderful to find capable of being 
made the dupes of such audacious fabrications. 

The book we refer to is entitled — " The Propliecies of 
SS. Columkille, Maeltamlacht, Ultan.&c., ....with literal 
translation and notes, by Nicholas O'Kearnoy. ...John 
O'Daly, 9, Anglesea- street, 1856." In the title are im- 
piously quoted at length, as if applicable to anything in 
this vile work, Ezekiel xxxiii. 2-3, Jer. i. 5, Acts iii. 23, 
and 1 Thes. v. 20. The book consists of an Introduction 
of Preface by the compiler, occupying 17 pages, and a 
series of Prophecies, printed in Irish on the left hand 
page, and in Knglish on the right hand one, with notes, 
jbc, to page 227. From page 18 to page 93, all is filled 
with prophecies attributed to St. Columkille. 

In the preface, the writer, Mr. O' Kearney, treats of 
the state of prophecy among the Irish, and the sources 
of corruption which affected it ; warns the people of the 
numerous fabrications and false prophecies under the 
names of SS. Columkille, &c., which have been widely 
circulated, and which, he states, the Iri^h have ever 
been very ready to receive ; and finally asserts the " an- 
tiquity, originality, and perfect correctness" of the Irish 
prophecies now published by himself. " If necessity," 
says Mr. O'K., " be pleaded as the reason that urged the 
Almighty to concede such supernatural gifts to man in 
the olden time . . . there can be no reason for supposing 
that the very same,-nay, even greater need, .... did not 
exist in after times— in those of our early Cliristian mis- 
sionaries, &c. . . . Therefore God conceded to us 
prophets in the new law as well as the old law — . . . 
Among the saints and holy persons to whom God has 
deigned the gift of prophecy, stand eminently St. 
Patrick, St. Bridget of Kildare, St. Columkille, St. 
Maeltamlacht, &c., &c.," p. 5. 

As to the readiness with which the Irish receive the 
kind of trash provided for them by prophecy-men and 
other such impostors, Mr. O'K. observes (p. 6) that in 
past times "prophecy-men were always well received by 
the people, on account of the amount of information they 
gave concerning their future liberation, and carried on a 
lucrative calting — one at least that ensured them an easy 
competence for life, as they lived generally on the hos- 
pitality of the pieople." Nor have the people, if we are 
to believe Mr. O'K., changed much, as to their feeling in 
this particular, since those bygone times have passed 
away; for the following curious statement (from pp. 15- 
16 of his preface) brings down their history, as cherish- 
ing like dispositions, even to our own day. 

" It is really painful," says Mr. O'K., " to contemplate 
the effects of the many and injurious deceptions put 
upon the people by such forgeries as the MS. and English 
copi^ of the prophecies attributed to our sainted seers. 
There has been a sort of translntion made of one of St. 
Columkille's prophetic poems by the Rev. Mr. Taaffe 
[Roman priest], and printed in his life of that saint ; 
there have been attempts also made to translate the 
prophecies of Coireall, son of Cronan, Ultan, and those of 
one or two other saints, but it [sic] has proved a failure, 
as the versions are very incorrect, from some cause or 
other. But the great compound of falsehood is embodied 
in a book of considerable size, purporting to be the 
genuine version of the Prophecies of St. Columkille, 
which has been printed in Bow-street, Manchester, about 
80 years ago. This pretended prophecy is an amalgama- 
tion_ of some few sentences found in the prophetic 
writings of the saint, a portion of the predictions attri- 
buted to Nixon, a considerable portion of localized py- 
thonicism [?], and a suitable leiiven of pagan traditionary 
lore. This book was pompously announced as the 
Prophecies of St, Columkille — teat eagerly bought; and no 
tttimation can be formed of the amount ofiajury itsperusal 
•wy have done to the people into whose hand* it f.iund itt 
WW). The original of this pseudo-prophecy, an old MS. 
copy of which has been once in our hands, purported to 
have been written, more probably compiled [?], by one 
Stephen Carpenter, of Moynalty, county of Meath. 
Bat when this personage lived, and whether he pretended 



to have been a prophet himself, or a simple prophecy- 
monger, we are unable to ascertain at present. One 
thing, however, is certain, that he executed his task with 
A surprising cunning and tact, rarely to be found pos- 
sessed by an ordinary country peasant. Those spurious 
prophecies have been, and are now a being published in 
different editions, varying in price firom one halfpenny 
to a shilling I" 

Mr. O'Kearney, seeing such a demand for articles of 
this kind, seems to have judged, not very rashly, that 
there was a fair open in the market for a larger and 
more profitable work of a similar kind : and he supplies 
us accordingly with this 5s. volume, of 227 pages, pro- 
fessing to furnish us with copies of the ancient Irish pro- 
phecies, bearing even internal evidence of their " origi- 
naUty and perfect correctness." What testimony can be 
adduced of their divine inspiration, or what ecclesiastical 
authoriiy has approved of them, or on what grounds he 
ventures to place the " prophecies of Mac Aiiliffe," or of 
" Fionn Mac CumhaiU" in a similar category with those 
of David, Isaiah, and Daniel, is a topic on nhich Mr. 
O'K. has not seen any occasion to trouble bis head, or 
supply his readers with any suggestions ; the success of 
the Manchester forgeries indicating, probably, that such 
a procedure would ba a superfluous waste of pains. 

And now, as to the contents of these notable rhapsodies 
published by Mr. O'Kearney ;— if it were not for Uie im- 
pious profanity which presumes to forge such mis- 
chievous impostures under the professed authority, and 
in the name, of the God of truth ;— if it were not lor the 
injury they areadapted to do to the ignorant, unthinking, 
and credulous, — one might well smile at the ridiculous 
impertinence of these most barefaced inventions. Sufllce 
it to say, that among the contentsof thisedition, professedly 
intended "for the use of the millions" {note, p. 41), are 
included, prophetic, or supposed prophetic, notices, of the 
Famine of 1848, of the use of Railways and Sleamships in 
war, of the Eastern War lately ended (though Mr. O K. 
gives us no prophecy promising an end of it, but, on the 
contrary, various hints of its continuing to a late period 
and to a very different issue), of O'Connell, and his Tri- 
bute, and his Death beyond sea ; of Father Matthew, and 
his Temperance Reformation : and, to recite no more of 
these impositions, of the EcclesiaMcal Titles' Bill. 

The great object of this collection is, however, to stir 
up hatred between the Irish and English races, and to 
lead the superstitious and credulous of the former to ima- 
gine, that the downfallof England is near; that herpower, 
in fact, is to end in Ireland, in either 1862, or 1867, or 
1869 at farthest ; and that Ireland, in union with France 
and Spain, shall thenceforth flourish gloriously under the 
Pope's blessing. The following extracts will illustrate 
these statements. At p. 78 is this note— . 

"According to the text, the Saxons n-jjl, hold sway 
in Ireland during 690 years. According to the best au- 
thorities, theinvaders landed at Bag-an-.bun, a creek near 
Bannow, Co. Wexford, a-d. 1170. So, ifSdO years be added 
to that date, we shall have the year' 1860, as that in 
which their power shall terminate in this country. It is, 
however, more probable that the date should be extended 
to that in which Henry 11. landed, namely 1172 . . 
If to 1172 be added 690, we shall then have 1862, which 
is, probably, the more correct date . . At all events, 
all our predictions agree that English power in Ireland 
shall have a termination, and that the Irish shall once 
more rule over their own dearly beloved green island." 

Page 51, note — " There are reasons for believing that 
the English invasion is meant . . and though it [the 
prophecy] mentions Cloutarf in plain terms, the Rotha 
Ramha, rowing wheels — manifestly alluding to steam 
paddles— dill not arrive in the time of the conflict with the 
Danes on Clontarf. In all probabiUty, the text has allu- 
sion to a second battle on Clontarf, on which occasion 
the city of Magh Nealta, Dublin, shall be burned." 

Page 55, note — "This clearly points to America, 
whence the steam fleet of Inbhir Domhnain shall sail. 
Shall America and other powert'ul countries unite to li- 
berate Ireland ? Likely." 

Page 56, »o<e— " So complete shall be the defeat of 
the English, that the remainder of them will take flight 
in one ship only. St. Ultan, in reference to this signal 
defeat, graphically describes it thus :^ 

' None 0/ them thall remain afitr that 

Bui to much as birdt should be able to carry off in their claws !' " 

Page 80, «o<«— "This has allusion to the castles and 
other fortifications built by the English settlers for the 
purposes of securing their conquests. Or robberies, and of 
awing the natives into some sort of submission." 

Page 83, note — " This and the following two stanzas 
plainly describe the life, career, and death of Ireland's 
liberator' Daniel O'Connell ; also the state of parties 
after his demise — extraordinary— I did not well under- 
stand this when I made this translation more than eight 
years ago." Extraordinary, indeed ! very ! ! 

Page 85, »o/e— " All our saints foretold that this great 
war which should ruin England shall be proclaimed by 
some powerful foreign potentate ; some people say that 
it shall be a religious war. Time shall tell more than 
we can at present." 

P^e 86, note—" The injustice of England in all her 
relations, more especially those respecting Ireland, shall 
arouse foreign nations, both in the eastern and western 



parts of the globe, to put a final end to her intenned* 
dling domineering career, ^c." 

Page 89, note— "All the anthorities we have beett 
able to consult agree that the English shall sustain « 
great defeat by sea, not in the English Channel or Irish 
Sea, but in some narrow eastern sea, perhaps in the Medio 
terranean. The English fleet has suffered considerably 
in the eastern waters already. It is clear that though 
the fame of the English maritime power was great, and 
deserved unbounded praise for its eflSciency, its day baa 
past over, and its old hulks [! !] cannot now compete with 
the ships of America or even of France, as they are 
newly built on the most approved systems invented in 
ship-building." 

Page 187, note— "The date here given is 1867, the 
year in which the English speaking race shall be finally 
expelled from Ireland I !" 

Page 181.—" The French will undoubtedlj be in Eire ^Ireland) 

sometime. 
And the English/at heart thall be forced to growl and groan ; 
Tlie olil tyilies shall be possessed by the priests, as their 

lawful due, 
\nd old Latin and the copious Irish will be used bj them." 

Page 185, mo<«— "The year 1869. In this year the 
French will come from the south, and the Spaniards 
from the east, [sic'] to Ireland . . .St. Columkille does 
not extend the termination of English power in Ireland 
to so remote a date, and in this very poem it is assumed 
that 1867 shall witness the discomtiture of the English. 
One, however, may be the date of the commencement 
and the other of the termination of the struggle." 

Page 200, note — "It may not be very unlikely that 
the present war is the one foretold here ; it little matters 
who will be the conquerors or the conquered ; it can be 
easily seen that England will be obliged to pay dearly 
for her share in the transaction." 

Be content, reader, with one specimen more. 

Page 93, note — " Three warnings will be conceded to 
the Knglish to prepare them for their final downfall, 
namely, the burning of the Tower of Kings, or Tower of 
London ; the burning of the Dockyard [!] and the des- 
truction of the Treasury, or Bank : the two former have 
alieady been given, but the third is yet to come." 

It would be a little more to the purpose, for Mr. 
O'Kearney and his prophets, or prophecy-men, if, instead 
of the Bank, he could manage to get the Bodleian library 
burned ; as there is in that repository, rather unfor- 
tunately forsuch " prophecy, mongers," an original docu- 
ment preserved, very badly adapted to suit their pur- 
poses, — viz. : a very complete and extensive list of the 
older forgeries invented in the name of St. Columkille. 
This catalogue is contained in a MS. of the Laud collec- 
tion, No. 615 ; and includes an enumeration of no less 
than 120 pieces, attriboiled, when it was compiled, to St. 
Columkille. We needf hardly telTthe reader, that»amoDg 
them is not contained any of the trash we have just been 
quoting ; for those compositions, although mostly for- 
geries, yet, unlike the modem rhapsodies edited by Mr. 
O'Kearney, have a claim to a respectable antiquity, run- 
ning some six centuries, or more, back, into bygone ages. 
So long a list as that now spoken of, we cannot, of course, 
be expected to introduce into an article of the present 
dimensions ; but it is the less necessary that we should 
do so, as it will no doubt appear before the public shortly, 
in the truly learned and elaborate edition of Adamna- 
nus's Liji of St. Columba, which is at present in prepa- 
ration for the Archxological Society of Ireland and the 
Bannatyne Club of Scotland, by the Rev. Wm. Reeves, 
D.D., of Ballymena ; one already famous for his Irish 
historical researches and publications far beyond the 
limits of his native soil. 

Some readers may suppose that we have been making 
too much of these contemptible fabrications, appearing, 
as they do, before the world without the name of any re- 
spectable authority in Irish matters, such as Curry, 
O'Donovan, or Petrie, to give them weight or sanction. 
But we act advisedly, and only utter our word of warn- 
ing, because we know how many there are weak and ig- 
norant enough to be duped by these forgeries ; and have 
reason to know, also, that mischief has already been 
doing in this way. One good, indeed, this book of Mr. 
O'K.'s mayeffect, viz.,by putting on enduring record such 
lying predictions, it may, as in the case of the prophecy 
which told us that Constantinople was to be destroyed 
in 1853, act as a beacon to mankind, to warn them to be 
more slow in giving credence to such oracles again, when 
the issue proves so utterly false. In conclusion, we re- 
commend as a subject of prayer to our readers, the con- 
version of the man who has been guilty of the crime of 
using such a means of fomenting national rancour and 
superstition, by forgeries in the name of God. Nor can 
we leave the subject without expressing our regret that 
a person of Mr. John O'Daly's intelligence and respecta- 
bility should have suffered his name to be degraded, by 
appearing, as it does, in the title page of a work like 
this, of whose real character he can scarcely be ignorant 
— and our hope, that if this Mr. O'Kearney be the person 
who has so indifferently edited the first volume pubUshed 
by the Ossianic Society, that book may be the last which 
the respectable members of that society will allow to be 
pot forth under the sanction of their name by one capa- 
ble of dealing as Mr. O'K. has done, in the present in- 
stance, with matters of literary antiquity. 



